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SUBJECT: TUNISIAN-LIB YAN RELATIONS: VISIT OF TUNISIAN 
MINISTER OF INTERIOR TO LIBYA, JULY 31- AUGUST 1 

1 . TUNISIAN MINISTER OF INTERIOR TAHAR BELKHODJA WAS SENT TO 
TRIPOLI FOR A ONE-DAY VISIT OVER JULY 31-AUG 1 AS SPECIAL EMISSARY 
OF PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA TO QADHAFI. THE PUBLICLY STATED 
PURPOSE OF THE TRIP WAS TO DELIVER A PERSONAL MESSAGE 

FROM BOURGUIBA TO QADHAFI. BELKHODJA IS A CLOSE ADVISER 
TO BOURGUIBA, AND WAS USED FOR A SILIMAR MISSION TO ALGERIA 
DURING THE SAHARA CRISIS. 

2. UPON HIS ARRIVAL IN TRIPOLI ON THE AFTERNOON OF JULY 31, 
BELKHODJA WAS MET BY TAHA CHERIF BEN AMERU, LIBYAN 
MINISTER OF STATE FOR RCC AFFAIRS. IN A FORMAL 
MEETING LATER IN THE DAY THEY WERE JOINED BY THE LIBYAN 
UNDER SECRETARY OF INTERIOR, THE LIBYAN HIGH REPRESENTATIVE 
IN TUNIS, AND THE TUNISIANCHARGE D'AFFAIRES IN TRIPOLI. 

ACCORDING TO BELKHODJA'S STATEMENTS TO THE PRESS, THIS 
MEETING DEALT WITH "THE EXCHANGE OF VIEWS OF CERTAIN 
PROBLEMS OF INTEREST TO THE TWO COUTNRIES". 
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3. BELKHODJA WAS THE NEXT DAY, AUGUST 1, RECEIVED BY 
QADHAFI, AT WHICH TIME HE DELIVERED BOURGUIBA'S MESSAGE 
AND RECEIVED A MESSAGE FROM QADHAFI TO BE CARRIED BACK 
TO BOURGUIBA. 

4. IN AN AIRPORT PRESS STATEMENT ISSUED UPON HIS RETURN 
TO TUNIS LATER ON AUGUST 1 . BELKHODIA REPORTEDLY STATED 
THAT "THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE HAD MADE A FAVORABLE IMPACT 
ON COLONEL QADHAFI AND THAT THESE MEETINGS WILL BE 
FOLLOWED BY ENCOURAGING INTIATIVES SERVING THE INTERESTS 
OF BOTH COUNTRIES." BELKHODJA'S STATEMENT WAS CARRIED 

ON THE FRONT PAGE OF BOTH MORNING NEWSPAPERS ON AUGUST 2, 
WITH NO EDITORIALIZING OR FURTHER COMMENT. 

5. IN A MEETING AMBASSADOR HELD WITH FOREIGN MINISTER 
CHATTY ON AUGUST 2, FONMIN SAID THAT HE HAD SPOKEN WITH 
TAHAR BELKHODIA EARLIER IN DAY BY TELEPHONE (BELKHODLA 
WAS IN MONASTIR TO BRIEF PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA ON RESULTS 
OF TRIP). ACCORDING TO CHATTY, BELKHODJA BRIEFLY 
SUMMARIZED THE RESULTS OF THE VISIT AS "NOT VERY POSITIVE.” 
MULCAHY 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Concepts: MINISTERIAL VISITS 
Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 02 AUG 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ShawDG 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976TUNIS0541 1 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760297-0562 
From: TUNIS 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760895/aaaadfjy.tel 

Line Count: 82 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ShawDG 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 20 APR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <20 APR 2004 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <26 AUG 2004 by ShawDG> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: TUNISIAN-LIBYAN RELATIONS: VISIT OF TUNISIAN MINISTER OF INTERIOR TO LIBYA, JULY 31 - AUGUST 1 
TAGS: PFOR, TS, LY, (BELKHODJA, TAHAR) 

To: STATE ALGIERS 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



